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PLESSY V. FERGUSON
PRESS STREET RAILROAD YARDS
Site of the Arrest of Homer Adolph Plessy

On June 7, 1892, Homer Adolph Plessy was removed from the
East Louisiana Railroad train and arrested by Detective C.C.
Cain at the corner of Royal and Press St. He was charged with
violating the 1890 Louisiana Separate Car Act that separated

railroad passengers by race.
Plessy's act of civil disobedience was a test case organized by
the Comité des Citoyens (Citizens Committee) whose aim was
to overturn segregation laws that were being enacted across
the South. The philosophy and strategies of the Comité des
Citoyens foreshadowed Civil Rights movements of the 20th
century. Although the Supreme Court ruled against Plessy on
May 18, 1896, gll case marked the first post-Reconstruction
use of the 14th Amendment's “equal protection provision in a
legal challenge to segregation. In their final statement after
the Supreme Court verdict, the Comité des Citoyens proclaimed,
“We as freemen still believe we were right and our cause js
sacred...In defending the cause of liberty, we met with
defeat but not with ignominy”. Their position was vindicated
when the Supreme Court upheld similar 14th Amendment
arguments in the 1954 case of Brown v. Board of Education.
(Continued on other  side)
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A. MARTINET, THE
OMITE DES CITOYENS

L N
o 9 Ma’rtinet opened his notary and law office
at 117 Exchange Alle founded The Crusader newspaper there in 1889
to fight racial injustice, inéquality, and segregation. After the Louisiana
State Legislature passed the “Separate Car Act of 1890 Martinet helped

In 1888, Black 1a

organize the Comité des Citoyens to fight racial segregation and
Meeting in The Crusader’s office in September of 1891,

the Committee issued a public appeal for donations to fund a series of

discrimination.

test cases and a plea to end Black jury exclusion. From shaping strategy
to ensuring the safety of volunteers to creating the legal framework

used, Martinet was a vital part of challenges to prejudice in railcars. the

jury box, and beyond. His work with other lawyt‘zrs as they Ii(iqatez{

Plessy v. Ferguson to the Supreme Court ended when “Separate but Ec{ual
Martinet maintained their cause was just

He was eventually vindicated when the

was declared constitutional.
Plessy was posthumously pardoned.

and their legal stance was sound.
Plessy v. Ferguson ruling was invalidated.
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“All the News.

That's Fit to Print”

Chye New York Tines.

LATE CITY EDITION

U.5. Weather Bureas Reort (Page 43) forecasts:
Sunny, hot, humid ‘oday, fair tonight.
Partly cloudy and hot tomorrow.
Temp. Renge: 92—70; yesterday: 82—64.
Temp.-Hum. Index: nar 80; yesterday: 77.

*
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VIETCONG APPEAL
TONORTHVIETNAN
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Political Front of Guerrilas
Urges Open Assistance
to Intensify the War

PEACE TERMS RESTATED

Insurgents Bar Negotiation
Unless They Participate
With “Decisive- Voice’

5t of Vietcong statement
will be found on Page

Unit tates for n the
South and for preparations to,
send men into battle, the Hanoi
radio reported to

Hanoi, w 2
would send volunteers if a
quoted a Vietcong stateme:
having said tha
wanted help “to increase our
forces and step up the r

ed,

it IS Deliv

Associated Press Wirephoto
n-Sackey, Foreign

r. Quai-~
tnam,

NEkrumah Note on Vietnam
ered to President

pecial to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Aug. 6 — President Johnson saw

of the war 10 times more VEOr-|Ghana'’s Foreign Minister, Alex Quaison-Sackey, for 15

ously.”
The significance of the Siate-

{minutes tod;

—long enough to receive a letter from Presi-
—jdent Kwame Nkrumah and

|to assure Mr. Quaison-Sackey
that the Ghanaian President
would be safe from United

| a1 _w11e ¥7 AR IXEAITStaton homhs if ha dasided ta

INGINER VRS
CY AN RUN T
OF WATERIV 1%

Commission Told of Danger,
in Measures to Protect
Philadelphia Supply

By McCANDLISH PHILLIPS
‘Spectal to The New York Times

PHILADELPHIA, Aug. 6 —|
New York City told the Dela-
ware River Basin Commission
‘oday that the city could “run|
out of water by the middle of
February, 1966,” if adverse con-
ditions continuad

Demands now being placed|
wpon the city's diminishing
water supplies constitute what
s “actually not safe operation,”
Edward J. Clark, the city's|
shief water engineer, declared
it a special emergency meet-|
ng of the commission here to

| Minister of Ghana, hands a letter from President Kwame |j3y.
.| Nkrumah to President Johnson in White House.
son-Sackey said message should promote peace in

But Mr. Clark acknowledged
that for the city to come with-
n the margin of safe opera-
tion, it would have to take ac-
tions that would endanger the
vater supplies of Fhiuadelphia
and Camden.

Holding Back Salt Water

Sea water driven by tides is.
threatening to invade a Phila-
lelphia water intake on the|
river that supplies half this city.

A Philadelphia water official

TEN CI

JOHNSON SIGNS VOTING RIGHTS BILL,
ORDERS IMMEDIATE ENFORCEMENT:
4 SUITS WILL CHALLENGE POLL TAX

i S1) O e 3 A ,

United Press International Telephoto
IN THE ROTUNDA: President Johnson speaks at Capitol before signing Voting Rights Act. To left are daughter Luci
Baines, Vice President Humphrey and members of Congress. “Surrender of Cornwallis” by John Trumbull is on wall.

said that some ies would
have to shut down if too much
salt were washed into the city's
supply.

New York City has been re-
leasing about 200 million gallans
of stored water a day into the

NEW VOTING LAW | Americus Names Negroes CAPITOL S SCENE
ATTACKED I\ SUT To Jobs as Polling Clerks

Room inWhichLincoln




Voting Rights Act Improved
Black Representation in Congress

Number of African-American members of Congress,
by Congress”

= House (Voting & Nonvoting Members) = Senators

Voting Rights Act
of 1965 introduced

0 —
41st 50th  60th  70th  80th  90th  100th  110th119th*

1
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
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CENTER * Includes any Members who served only a portion of the Congress
** As of Aug. 4, 2025




A Changed South
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Congressional Districts by Region

South Northeast g‘:;:::sest & Mountain West
1960s 124 117 125 Y 52
1970s 125 113 121 g 57
1980s 133 (104 | 113 B 22 61
1990s 140 105 B 22 69
2000s (145 = |92 | 100 Bl 28 70
2010s (152 | 94 | E 71
2020s (155 =~ |85 | a1 | [EE] 71
2030s (projected) (81 | 88 Il 36 66

Note: Brennan Center analysis of decennial reapportionments 1360—2020. Estimates of seats after the 2030
census based on analysis of population growth trends reported by the Census Bureau for the period between
April 1, 2020, and July 1, 2025.
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Projected 2030 Congressional Reapportionment

10

Change in seats

BRENNAN W+ W+ H+2 Wi+ W -2 i3 -4

C E NTER Source:Brennan Center projections based on the Census Bureau's Vintage 2025 estimates of population change
FOR JUSTICE April 1, 2020 and July 1, 2025.




White Population Change in the South: 2024-25

@ White population growing @ White population shrinking

BRENNAN
CENTER
FOR JUSTICE

Source: Census Bureau, Vintage 2025 population estimates for states.
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Slowing White Population Growth

Alabama Arkansas North Carolina

16,000 6,179 6,200 45,298 46,000

14,430

35,396
28,728
23,000

2022- 2023- 2024- 2022- 2023- 2024- 2022- 2023- 2024-
23 24 25 23 24 25 23 24 25

South Carolina Tennessee

52,838 54,000 40,429 42,000

41,498 39,512 27438

19,660 21,000

2022- 2023- 2024- 2022- 2023- 2024-
23 24 25 23 24 25

Source: Brennan Center analysis of Vintage 2025 population estimates for states from the U.S. Census Bureau.



The Aftermath of Callais
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The State of Play

Congressional Redistricting Before & After Callais
@ Map Redrawn Post-Callais Map Redrawn Before Callais @ Redraw Possible in 2028
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Note: Brennan Center for Justice analysis as of August 18, 2026.



The Extraordinary Story of Tennessee

2024 presidential vote margin

I
+20 +10 Even +10 +20
Dem. Rep.

Current districts

Proposed districts

BREN?
CENIT
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Source: Tennessee General Assembly, Associated Press (election results) By Leanne Abraham
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JUST NOW: Rep. Todd Warner walks into the house to strip majority
Black Memphis of representation wearing a trump flag as a cape as Rep.
Camper of Memphis looks on

Video: instagram.com/reel/DYCuFmtOt...
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The Tennessee Senate
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The Tennessee House
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House Seats in the 119th Congress by Region & Party

Democrats — 215 44 36 64 13
Republicans — 220 [kl 55 21 I 20

® South @ Midwest & Plains Northeast @ West Mountain

Note: Brennan Center analysis of reported election results from the Associated Press. Although Republicans
won 220 seats, one GOP seat is already vacant as a result of the resignation of Congressman Matt Gaetz (FL-

o1).
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Retrogression En Masse
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State bill would re
Stace shape Jacksonville City Council

b
Uy News 12 Staff | Tue, April 28, 2026 at 7:45 PM
pdated Tue, April 28, 2026 at 8:20 PM

"
HOUSE BILL 1038

Elections/ Jacksoaville €ty € ouncil

shon Title:  Avlans
Tepeescatatives Gablc and Shep
Foraco o of 0

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT 10 REQUIRE THAT ALL MEMBERS OF THE JAC KSONVILLE C 1TY COUNC i
BE ELECTED AT-LARGE
Jacksonvilic being Chapeer
9-21 adopted on Apail 26.

wheo shall run and be clected =




Local Impact

Regional Breakdown of Cases Finding Section 2 Liability
Since 2015

South . : 2
Midwest/Plains 1

Northeast

West/Mountain 1 _

® Congressional State Legislature State Supreme Court @ Local Government

Note: Brennan Center analysis of court filings as of October 10, 2025.
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An Unprecedented Role for DOJ

@ AAGHarmeetDhillon & ® @AAGDhillon - Apr 30 (A oo

Senator — we are ON IT! This @TheJusticeDept under @DAGToddBlanche
continues to prioritize equal protection of the laws for ALL Americans, be it
in employment, housing, education — and VOTING!

ﬁ Senator Eric Schmitt £ B @SenEricSchmitt - Apr 30

Today—as Chairman of the Subcommittee on the Constitution—I urged
@DAGToddBlanche and @AAGDhillon to act on the Supreme Court’s
ruling in Louisiana v. Callais.

DOJ has the power to enforce this decision nationwide and must use i...
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Whither the Courts?
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COURT NEWS

Supreme Court permits Alabama
to use congressional map struck by
lower court as racially discriminatory

@ﬂ By AMY HOWE & KELSEY DALLAS

JUN 2, 2026
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What is to be done?
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Congress must act
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An Agenda That Includes . ..

® Banning partisan gerrymandering
® Renew and strengthen voting rights laws

® Court reform
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Build a movement

PRACTICE A sy
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Reset the narrative
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"As goes the South, so goes
the nation.”
W.E.B. DuBois
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