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I start with our conference theme – From Statute to Street: Civil Rights, Human Rights, and the Rule of Law
The rule of law for civil and human rights has to be made real by us in gov’t, by delivering and supporting those rights in our communities which includes it being felt and accessed in our streets.  (I know our communities around our country have been in the streets to stand up and march and protest for our rights.)

Each of us in government in this country have an existing obligation under law: The US constitution states that that “this constitution AND TREATIES are the supreme law of the land”.

Treaties include International Human Rights treaties, which this nation has signed on to.  
To be specific, there are 3: Int’l Covenant to End Racism and all forms of Discrimination (ICERD), the International Convention for Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), and Convention Against Torture (CAT)

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) – 1948�A non-binding declaration setting out fundamental human rights and freedoms.
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD) – 1965�Prohibits racial discrimination and promotes equality.
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) – 1966�Protects rights such as freedom of speech, religion, and due process.
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) – 1966�Guarantees rights to work, education, health, and an adequate standard of living.
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) – 1979�Addresses gender-based discrimination and promotes women’s rights.
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT) – 1984�Prohibits torture and other cruel treatment.
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) – 1989�Protects the rights of children worldwide.
International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (ICMRW) – 1990�Safeguards the rights of migrant workers and their families.
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) – 2006�Promotes the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities.


Grounded in the belief that the primary function of govt should be to ensure the most fundamental human rights of every resident is respected, protected – housing, food, education, health care, safety -  To ensure these rights would do so much to address public safety, which gets a large share of budget –   
I recognize that gov’t has most often been a tool of the powerful to oppress the less powerful.   
But if gov’t has the power of the collective, to collect taxes, to imprison, to use lethal force legally – it must be guided by human rights.
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FBI tracking of hate crime in our country show that it’s reached the highest levels ever recorded:

The FBI recorded 11,862 hate crime incidents in 2023 and 11,679 incidents in 2024, representing some of the highest annual totals ever documented

It is reflected in our local jurisdictions. This is a chart of annual totals of reported hate crimes in Los Angeles County– it shows that sadly, we have reached the highest numbers of hate crimes reported in LA County in our history.  2023 was the highest ever recorded at 1367. As this chart illustrates, hate crimes have trended upward over the past eleven years, increasing by 253% since 2013. In 2024, reported hate crimes remained elevated at 1,355 incidents, nearly matching the record-high totals reported the previous year.

2024 was the second highest with 1355 hate crimes.  
The 3rd highest was in 2001, when the September 11th attacks set off a wave of hate that stood as the peak for over 20 years. 

I expect that when our 2025 data is fully collected, cleaned, eliminating any duplications, and analyzed, the total will continue at these elevated levels.

It’s important to note that part of the increase is due to better reporting – reports to LA vs Hate and 211LA has become the 3rd largest source of hate crime reports, exceeded only by LAPD and the Sheriff’s department.  More hate crimes are reported to LAvsHate than to all other city police departments: Long Beach, Pasadena, Glendale.  

But that doesn’t mean more hate crimes aren’t also happening – the number of hate crimes coming from law enforcement alone has been at these high levels: 
For example, the state AG reported that hate crimes rose 7% in CA in this same year 2024, compared to the previous year. And these draw only from law enforcement agencies, not school districts and community partners.
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In LA County, in 2024, the number of racially motivated hate crimes reached a record high, with 678 victims, the highest count we have seen. That is a 4% increase from the previous year. They are 48% of all reported hate crimes. 
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Anti-LGBT hate crimes have been at their highest level ever!

Though they dropped slightly in 2024, they were still the 2nd largest total ever, just as it was for hate crimes targeting gay men, who always comprise the bulk of sexual orientation hate crimes.

In 2024, hate crimes motivated by sexual orientation remained alarmingly high, with 255 reported incidents—the second-highest total ever recorded. Although this represents a slight 2% decrease from the record high of 259 in 2023, these crimes still accounted for 18% of all reported hate crimes, unchanged from the previous year. As in prior years, the majority of sexual orientation–motivated hate crimes targeted gay men, who comprised 72% of these incidents.
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The transgender community experienced a record breaking 102 hate crimes targeting them – on average, that’s nearly 2 every week of 2024. And those are just the ones reported. We know hate crimes are severely underreported by community.  And 95% of these crimes were violent, the highest among all the major targeted groups.

And it’s important to note that hate crimes reported that targeted women (35) and nonbinary individuals (15) hit their highest levels we have ever seen.  

Shout out to Dr. Monica Lomeli – please stand and wave - who leads our team that does our Annual Report on Hate Crime in LA County

Annual Report on Hate Crime in LA County (Our team leader for this program Monica Lomeli is here)



This year’s report reveals a sharp increase in hate crimes motivated by the victim’s real or perceived gender or gender identity, with 152 incidents—the highest number ever recorded. Of these, 102 were anti-transgender, 35 were anti-female, and 15 targeted non-binary individuals. Each figure represents the highest count ever recorded for its respective group in the report’s history. Overall, 91% of gender-based hate crimes were violent.
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Who We Are & How We Bring Human Rights Home
LA County Commission on 
Human Relations

Championing Human Rights to 
Cultivate Healthy Human 

Relations
1. Building a Human Rights Culture
2. Incorporate into Mission, Vision
3. Integrate into Program 

Descriptions
4. Lead with Positive Framing
5. Engage gov’t and community to 

reframe issues in HR terms
6. Pursue Concrete Actions with 

Understandable Benefits to your 
community
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We can bring human rights home by centering human rights, and building a human rights culture. 

Even though Human Relations is our agency name due to our state history, we are Championing Human Rights to Cultivate Healthy Human Relations

Building a Human Rights Culture:  Carter Center gathering helped to crystalize the need to look at the big picture:  Despite US historical role in formulating UDHR, “Human rights” haven’t been taught in schools in the US –  So need for fundamentals:  Building a human rights culture – work with CBOs – NGOs – Network Against HC – school dists, law enforcement, civil rights ngos, LA vs Hate RRN

Incorporating Human Rights into Mission, Vision and Values/Guiding Principles – (Our Commission President who is with us this week, Ilan Davidson, please stand and wave)

Integrating into program and project descriptions – 

“Equity and Human Rights Training” &  Nonviolent Direct Action training – way to impart skills for equity and human rights educ. Our team leader for this, April Johnson, is here – please stand and wave.

Election Protection and Human Rights Help Line Reporting system for world cup (also hoping for Super Bowl and Olympics/Paralympic Games in LA in 2028) – voting rights –human rights – share program with other communities –(Dr. Paul Smith of our team for this program is here)
Developing program to engage gov’ts into becoming human rights governments – part of international networks of local and regional gov’ts. – IAOHRA and in LA County with 88 cities
Others: Collect IAOHRA member agencies for joint reports; Invite Special Rapporteurs to come to LA 

Leading with Positive Framing – Most of in US culture view human rights as a positive idea, but associate it most with terrible harm to humans that happens abroad  (where human rights are used more often), not locally.   war crimes, genocide, torture, massive violations of rights.

Engaging gov’t and community to reframe: Need to have them look at what they do every day as human rights – culture – is what we do every day

Pursuing Concrete Actions:
Adopt CEDAW that led to County Programs – operationalizing it – Gender Impact Assessments – Proud that Ms. Magazine cited us as one of the leading examples of CEDAW adoption in the US; and recently recognized in NYC by CEDAW Committee
Invite Elected Leadership to Geneva where Int’l human rights are made real – UN HRC UPR, meeting with UN Office of Human Rights
Look for opportunities to grow Human Rights Action Planning – FIFA WC (do in way that is on behalf of your gov’t and community, not FIFA) Play a coordinating role for your gov’t to set up human rights remedies – not just racism, sexism, homophobia, relig bigotry, disc against the disabled, etc. , but also wage theft, labor and sex trafficking, anti-immigrant actions, protecting the unhoused, ensuring security actions don’t deny free speech, media, and privacy rights.  Huge influx of biometric data collected (facial recognition, etc.) with lic plate scanners, arena apps, body worn cameras that need public oversight to prevent abuse – use for political purposes, esp. with federal law enforcement working with local policing agencies, etc.
Way to set up reporting and response systems indep of LEAs.

Aiming to use our hate reporting mechanism for reporting of all human rights violations for WC and beyond.

========================



We have collecting hate crime reports and analyzing them since 1980, longer than other agency.  

For this most recent report, we analyzed over 3,000 reports of hate crimes and incidents from 119 reporting agencies, including:
48 law enforcement agencies in the County (including the Sheriff and LAPD and all the city police departments in LA County).
8 community-based organizations 
21 colleges and universities
42 school districts. 
This work wouldn’t be possible without the partnership of these agencies.

The findings inform our anti-hate strategies, chief among them our LA vs Hate program.

From our analysis, we produce the annual report and share our findings through presentations like this one—to policymakers, government officials, researchers, educators, and community groups.
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LA vs HATE:  Community-Centered Reporting/Help 
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Our answer to this alarming state of racism, hate and xenophobia is LA vs Hate, a system we’ve built that has directly helped hate crime victims. [Info about it was included in your copy of the hate crime report).  8,599 referrals for support services like legal aid, housing support, and more, since our inception in 2019.  Hate can be reported by phone, online and soon we’ll be launching a 3rd way of reporting hate, via text messaging, which we believe is a first. 
Our LA vs Hate team leader Deysy Donis Santos is here – please stand and wave 

While this slide shares the many ways we engage angelenos to unite against hate and report hate (community murals, yard signs, multilingual posters, billboards and bustops, and t-shirts) 

I can recap answers to the questions I was provided in advance:

Our findings show that we are breaking records for the highest number of hate crimes affecting so many of our communities.


2. The 4 most targeted groups for hate crimes reported in LA County continue to be African Americans, the Latino/Hispanic community, the LGBTQ+ community, and the Jewish community. [If inquiring about ‘rate’, comparing percentage in the population, the highest rates of hate crimes would include Black, LGBTQ+ (particularly the trans population) and Jewish communities, and others as well.) But the list is long of the hate cirme victims who are minorities in terms of ethnicities, nationalities, religions, sexual orientation and gender and ability.�
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FIFA World Cup 
Human Rights Helpline
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Human Rights Help Line Reporting system for world cup (also hoping for Super Bowl and Olympics/Paralympic Games in LA in 2028) –human rights – 
share program with other communities –

Dr. Paul Smith of our team for this program is here as well if you want to learn more about this.




https://hrc.lacounty.gov/
https://www.lavshate.org/


County of Los Angeles
Commission on Human Relations

https://hrc.lacounty.gov
https://www.lavshate.org

IAOHRA
• Supporting Human Rights Cities, Counties, States 
• Offering Resources, Strategies, and Tools
• Linking with Human Rights Networks
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*IAOHRA can help you bring a human rights lens into your government

IAOHRA is a member of LCCHR, we are connected with UN Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights, The Carter Center, global cities’ networks such as United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG), Human Rights Cities Association, and the newly reconstituted US Human Rights Network 

ACLU’s Jamil Dakwar, SPLC’s Lisa Borden, as well as Josh Cooper and Shantanice Vaxter are some of our human rights experts who work with IAOHRA.  We can assist you bringing a human rights framework and help us build our Governmental Human Rights Action Network.   If you’re interested in learning more, email Robin at rtoma@hrc.lacounty.gov.
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